
S H A R E S E  K I N G  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L I N G U I S T I C S ,  S T A N F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  

Lingu ists  have prob lemat ized the presentat ion of  Afr ican Amer ican Eng l ish  (AAE)  as  a  un iform 
var iety  (Wolfram 2007;  Yaeger-Dror  & Thomas 2010) .  Amid growing ev idence of  reg iona l  
var iat ion ,  l ingu ists  have caut ioned aga inst  the homogenizat ion of  Afr ican Amer icans ’ l ingu ist ic  
pract ices  and ident i t ies  (Wolfram 2007;  Ch i lds  2005) .  Desp ite  advances in  our  understand ing of  
how the d ia lect  var ies ,  there is  a  dearth of  research focus ing on why Afr ican Amer icans ’ speech 
var ies .  My work advances the d iscuss ion by examin ing soc ia l  and l ingu ist ic  d ivers i ty  across  
Afr ican Amer icans ’ speech .  I  examine how l ingu ist ic  heterogene ity  can ar ise  from d ifferences in  
ident i ty  construct ions ,  which are informed by soc ia l  changes in  the community .  

                 In  th is  ta lk ,  I  draw upon data from my d issertat ion ,  an ethnography of  Rochester ,  New 
York .  In  order  to  study soc ia l  and l ingu ist ic  d ivers i ty  in  Rochester ,  I  ident i fy  example  personae 
part icu lar  to  that  soc ia l  landscape (Eckert  2012) .  Spec if ica l ly ,  I  ask how sound change is  
enacted through loca l  personae l ike  the mobi le  b lack profess iona l  and the hood k id .  Resu lts  
ind icate that  in  compar ison to  other  community  speakers ,  mobi le  b lack profess iona ls  produce 
s ign if icant ly  lower TRAP tokens and hood k ids  produce s ign if icant ly  backer  BOUGHT tokens .  
The f ind ings demonstrate that  Afr ican Amer ican language and ident i ty  are  not  monol i th ic  and 
encourage l ingu ists  to  recons ider  how we def ine Afr ican Amer icans Eng l ish .
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